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 extra-economic extraction 
in capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Rosa Luxemburg 
  Ψ     !ŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to a 
continual extension of the market. Capital cannot 
accumulate without the aid of non-capitalist 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǊ Χ Ŏŀƴ ƛǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
existence side by side with itself.  

   Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist relations makes 
accumulation of capital possible. 

 



Non-capitalist relations provide a 
fertile soil for capitalism; more 
strictly: capital feeds on the ruins 
of such relations, and although 
this non-capitalist milieu is 
indispensable for accumulation, 
the latter proceeds at the cost of 
this medium nevertheless, by 
eating it up.  
 Historically, the accumulation 
of capital is a kind of metabolism 
between capitalist economy and 
those pre-capitalist methods of 
production without which it 
cannot go on and which, in this 
light, it corrodes and assimilates. 
(p.397) 



Marx emphasises the need for perpetual ΨƻǾŜǊǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ i.e. 
enlarged reproduction, since a strict policy of simple 
reproduction would periodically lead to reproductive losses. 
(p.63) 

 The course of reproduction shows continual deviations 
from the proportions of the diagram which become manifest  

(a) in the fluctuations of prices from day to day;  

(b) in the continual fluctuations of profits;  

(c) in the ceaseless flow of capital from one branch of 
production to another, and finally in the periodical and cyclical 
swings of reproduction between overproduction and crisis. 
(p.76) 

Luxemburg follows flows and crises of capital 





political economy: follow circuits of capital 

CRISIS 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) 
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Green Economy, biotechnologies, 
Payment  for Eco-system Services 
and other technological fixes to 

ecological crises 

pollution at point of 
production; 
infrastructure 
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state social welfare shrinkage, 
means-testing and stigmatisation, 
commercialisation, home-based 
care ς alongside authoritarian 

policing 

into capitalist ς non-capitalist relations 



political economy: follow the flows of capital 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) 



1) rising organic composition of K, overproduction 

2) overaccumulation intensifies ruinous competition 

3) capital responds to crisis tendencies: 

ÅMarx ς search for relative and absolute surplus value 

ÅLuxemburg ς capitalist-noncapitalist relations, imperialism 

ÅHarvey ς spatio-temporal fixes, accumulation by dispossession 

4) relative surplus value amplifies overproduction 

5) absolute surplus value leads to imperialism 

6) dominant capitals resist and transfer devalorisation 
to vulnerable spaces and populations, and to nature  

political economy: follow the crises of capital 



territorially -rooted power blocs generated by internal 
alliances (and conflicts) within national boundaries, or 
occasionally across boundaries to regional scale, are the 
critical units of analysis when it comes to fending off the 
devalorization of overaccumulated capital  



The opening up of global markets 
in both commodities and capital 
created openings for other states 
to insert themselves into the 
global economy, first as absorbers 
but then as producers of surplus 
capitals.. They then became 
competitors on the world stage.  

 What might be called  
ΨsubimperialismsΩ ŀǊƻǎŜΧ each 
developing centre of capital 
accumulation sought out 
systematic spatio-temporal fixes 
for its own surplus capital by 
defining territorial spheres of 
influenceΧ  



IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΥ 
ÅΨspatial fixΩ ς from gentrification to globalisation 

Åshifting overaccumulation across space, 
amplifying uneven development 

ÅΨtemporal fixΩ ς financialization  

Åstalling across time using credit system (mop 
up overproduction now but pay later) 

ÅΨaccumulation by dispossessionΩ ς  imperialism 

Åstealing across space and time, amplifying 
uneven and combined development 



http://davidharvey.org 



Capitalism is the first mode of economy which is 
unable to exist by itself, which needs other economic 
systems as a medium and soil. Although it strives to 
become universal, and, indeed, on account of this its 
tendency, it must break down ς because it is 
immanently incapable of becoming a universal form 
of production.  

 In its living history it is a contradiction in itself, and 
its movement of accumulation provides a solution to 
the conflict and aggravates it at the same time. (p.447) 

Luxemburg: the limits of crisis displacement 



Berlin, 1884-85 

Ψ{ŎǊŀƳōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ 



useful  Africa   
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 


